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*I often stop about 2 times during the Parts worksheet to share a personal example or to involve my 
classroom aides in the discussion.  After the Parts worksheet, use the Parts Application worksheet to 
model how to take information and determine where to put it on a check.  Then, model how to transfer 
that information into the check register.  

Thursday: This day of the lesson is geared toward independent practice, so students can begin to test 
their own knowledge of checking accounts and problem solve independently by using their resources 
(class materials) and peer assistance.  The teacher can use one or both of the following activities.  The 
Independent PowerPoint consists of a PowerPoint of a paycheck deposit amount, a few scenarios 
prompting students to write checks, another deposit, and ending with students balancing their 
checkbook (available in my store for FREE, c heck out the Free Cateogry).  The student worksheet is 
included. 

*I tend to grade on accuracy at this point in the unit.  Again, students are encouraged to answer their 
questions using their own resources.  *However, if I notice that student is making an error, I will 
visually prompt them to correct their error using a correct example from previous class work.  

The other independent practice is a Check Errors Activity- Around the Room practice.  The teacher 
will print 7 copies of the check image, found below, with one error per check.  The checks are posted 
around the room (on walls, windows, open desks, chalk/white board, etc).  Students will walk around 
the room, look at the check, identify the error, and then write the corrected information on the 
worksheet.  Using common student errors in this activity is most helpful for students.  

*Many of my students had trouble transferring the information from the check to the check 
register.  I created a simple worksheet with arrows to show students where to transfer each part 
of the check onto the check register.  

Friday: The following resources are great as an end of the week re-cap and assessment. 
- 5 question assessment
-16 task cards
-6 Question Functional Math Review
-Vocabulary Word Search
I would recommend using the Task cards for a final review, then assess students, follow-up with a 
functional math review, and end with a fun word search!
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Extra Information…

…I keep all my worksheets simple, clean, and consistent.  I prefer to give more verbal directions 
along with modeling rather than overwhelm students with text.  

…All notes in my Notes are structured the same way for consistency.  The two sections 
highlighted in purple are the “key” pieces of information that students will likely be asked to 
reference or need to know for the rest of the week’s lessons.  

…I am constantly encouraging my students to use their resources (Notes, Parts worksheet, etc) 
throughout the week’s lesson.  I want the information on those resources to be brief and easy to 
understand.  

…The Topic Flow Chart is a visual to show students how every part of their money life is impacted 
by their income.  Students also see how the topics addressed in class are connected to previous 
and future topics.  

…My school uses GIST writing as part of our RTI reading initiative. I use the feedback lines to 
both compliment and critique student GIST work.  

…I use the Microsoft OneNote program to organize all my files.  I organize the files according to 
Quarter, which allows me to jump back and forth between documents, examples, pictures, power 
points, and examples quickly while still being able to ink.  
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Checking account
Objective:

Given a specific purchase amount, write a check and 
record the purchase in a check register.

What do you already know?

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

Brain Teaser:

Banks have an fdic
rating.  What does fdic
stand for?

My guess:

_______________________
Answer: 
_______________________
_______________________

_______________________
© A Love for Special Learning
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Personal Checking Account Basics
By A Love for Special Learning

Banks have offered checking accounts to the public for many, many years.  Since 
their development, checking accounts have evolved greatly.  Below is a description of 
the basic features of a personal checking account.

Checking Account
Picture a shoe box in the closet of a bank.  That shoe box has your name on it and 

that is where the bank puts your money when you bring to them.  You can use the 
money in the shoe box anytime you need because it’s your money; it simply has the 
added security of being kept safe inside of a bank.  You are allowed to take money out 
and put money in it every day, if you want. 

Deposit and Withdrawal
When money is put IN the shoe box, or checking account, it’s called a deposit.  

When money is taken OUT of the checking account it’s called a withdrawal or debit 
(think debit card).  

Paper Checks and Check Register
When you want to make a purchase using the money in the checking account you 

can write a check.  A check is a paper form that you fill out allowing the business or 
person to take money out of your shoe box at the bank.  People often use checks to 
pay bills or buy goods from a store.  

After a check is written, a deposit is made, or a withdrawal is completed, the 
owner of the checking account needs to write down what was done so that they 
always know how much money they have left in their shoe box at the bank.  A special 
form comes with each pack of checks which helps to record all the withdrawals and 
deposits called a check register.  Check registers help the owner of the checking 
account know exactly how much money they have at the bank.  
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Personal Checking Account Basics
By A Love for Special Learning

Debit Card
Debit cards are one of the newer features of checking accounts.  Debit cards 

are a plastic version of a paper check.  They look like a credit card, but are very 
different.  When someone uses a debit card they are paying for a good using the money 
in their checking account but are saving the time it takes to write out a paper check.  
Simple as that!

Online Banking
Lastly, online banking provides the owner of the checking account with quick and 

constant access to their shoe box.  They can check how much money is in their checking 
account, pay bills, move money from one account to another, and more using a computer 
or smart phone.  Online banking helps people to manage their money all day, every day.  
All in all, checking accounts continue to provide the same services they did when they 
were first developed.  Over the years, more features have been added making checking 
accounts more convenient for people to use.   
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The money in a checking 
account is safe. 

TRUE         FALSE

A debit is when you take 
money out of your checking 
account.

TRUE         FALSE

A check is a paper form that 
allows someone to take 
money from your checking 
account.

TRUE         FALSE

A debit card and credit 
card are the same thing.

TRUE         FALSE

Online banking does not 
include paying bills.

TRUE         FALSE

Read that once more!
True/false questions
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. 
What from the reading was new information?

_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Explain your past experience with checking accounts?

_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

What do you think your future experiences will be?

_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

How are you feeling about learning about this topic?

_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________
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Checking Account Notes Name___________________________

What is a checking account?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Who offers checking accounts?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Why do people have checking accounts?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Checking accounts…

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Give FIVE examples of when or how someone would use a checking account:  

1. ________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________

5 ________________________________________________
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Checking Account Notes Name___________________________

What is a checking account?

A ______________ service where you can keep ____________ you plan to use 

_________________ (all the time, often).  

Who offers checking accounts?

A __________

Why do people have checking accounts?

To keep a ____________ of deposits and withdrawals.  Keeps money _______.  

Checking accounts…

Include checks, __________________________, ATM, __________________, 

money orders, _________________ and _______________.  

Give FIVE examples of when or how someone would use a checking account:  

1. ________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________

5 ________________________________________________
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Checking Account Notes- Answer Key Name___________________________

What is a checking account?
A _____bank____ service where you can keep ____money___ you plan to use 
____frequently________ (all the time, often).  

Who offers checking accounts?
A _____bank_____

Why do people have checking accounts?
To keep a ___record_________ of deposits and withdrawals.  Keeps money 
___safe____.  

Checking accounts…
Include checks, _____check register___________, ATM, ___debit card__, money 
orders, ___deposits______________ and _____withdrawals__________.  

Give FIVE examples of when or how someone would use a checking account:  
1. _______ATM to get cash to pay a friend back
2. _______debit card to make a purchase
3. ________deposit a paycheck____
4. _________keep money away and safe from siblings or roommates
5.________write a check to pay for rent
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TERM DEFINITION SYMBOL
Checking 
Account

Check

Check Register

Payee

Withdraw
-

Deposit
+

ATM

Checking Account PARTS NAME: _________________________________

STEP  1: VOCABULARY

STEP  2: Explain the concept of a checking account.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
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Part of the check Example

1
2
3
4
5
6

STEP  3: Identify the parts of a check. 

1

2 3

4
5 6

STEP  4: Identify the parts of a check Register. 
Term Explanation
Check Number

Date

Transaction 
Description

Payment/Debit

Deposit/Credit

Balance
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TERM DEFINITION SYMBOL
Checking 
Account

A bank service where people put money they 
use frequently

Check
Piece of paper that is equal to cash

Check Register
Record of money being deposited and 
withdrawn from the account

Payee Person or company you are paying $ to

Withdraw Taking $ OUT of the account, a payment, debit

-
Deposit

Putting $ IN to the account, increase +
ATM

Automated Teller Machine
You can withdraw, deposit, and check 
balances

Checking Account PARTS- answer key
STEP  1: VOCABULARY

STEP  2: Explain the concept of a checking account.
Essentially it’s a box that safely holds your money and the bank provides that box to 
you
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Part of the check Example

1 Date
(today’s date) 

2
Payee Julie Johnson/Comcast

3
$ in numbers $20.00

4
$ in words Twenty dollars and 00/100

5
Memo What you are buying

6
Signature Cursive writing! 

STEP  3: Identify the parts of a check. 

1

2 3

4
5 6

STEP  4: Identify the parts of a check Register. 
Term Explanation
Check Number The number on the check you 

wrote, top right corner

Date Day you made the check out

Transaction 
Description

Who or what you paid

Payment/Debit $ coming OUT of your 
account

Deposit/Credit $ going IN to your account

Balance Amount of $ that is in your 
account



Ideas for creativity 
in your instruction

Click to Read

Reading Passages:
10 ways to use Reading Passages in your 

classroom
(Reading passages: 1-page explanatory passage, 5  

True/False Questions, 4 writing prompts)

Task Cards:
10 ways to use task cards in your 

classroom © A Love for Special Learning

How I teach…Blog Series
How I teach about 
checking accounts

& Other Consumer Math Topics

https://www.aloveforspeciallearning.com/post/10-ways-to-use-reading-passages-in-your-classroom
https://www.aloveforspeciallearning.com/post/how-to-use-task-cards-in-the-classroom-10-different-ways
https://www.aloveforspeciallearning.com/post/how-to-teach-checking-accounts
https://www.aloveforspeciallearning.com/post/how-to-teach-checking-accounts
https://www.aloveforspeciallearning.com/blog/categories/consumer-math


I’ve been teaching for over 10 years and continue to find
joy in working with students with disabilities!

I currently teach transition age young adults (18-22 years old) with moderate 
to severe disabilities. Community experiences , life skills, consumer math, and 
vocational skills are the focus and I love that each day is different and new.

My educational background includes- Bachelor's Degree in Elementary 
Education and Special Education, Master's Degree in Advanced Special 
Education, and 30+ Graduate Hours in Assistive Technology.

-Heather

https://www.aloveforspeciallearning.com/newsletter
https://www.aloveforspeciallearning.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/aloveforspeciallearning/pins/
https://www.instagram.com/aloveforspeciallearning/
https://www.aloveforspeciallearning.com/contact
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Thank you for downloading this file. I hope you enjoy using the 
resource in your classroom.

Please consider finding other lessons and activities here-
On my TPT store at: http://bit.ly/ALoveforSpecialLearning
On my website: www.aloveforspeciallearning.com
On Instagram: @ALoveForSpecialLearning

Terms of Use
This files comes with a limited use license for the original download 
ONLY, single classroom use. Out of respect, please do not freely 
share this document with others. If you required additional versions, 
additional licenses can be purchased at a reduced rate on my TPT 
store.

© Copyright A Love of Special Learning. All rights reserved. 
Permission is granted to copy pages specifically for student or teacher 
use only by the original purchaser or licensee. The reproduction of 
this product for any other use is strictly prohibited. Copying of any 
part of the product and placing it on the Internet (even a personal 
classroom website) is strictly prohibited. Doing so makes it possible 
for an Internet search to make the document available on the Internet, 
free of charge, and is a violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright 
Act (DMCA).

http://bit.ly/ALoveforSpecialLearning
http://www.aloveforspeciallearning.com/
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